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BCLDP History

The Battelle Columbus Laboratories Decommissioning Project (BCLDP) is removing radioactive
contamination from Battelle-owned facilities and grounds located in the Columbus, Ohio, area. In these
Battelle facilities, nuclear research and development work was
performed under federal government and some commercial contracts
from the mid-1940s through the mid-1980s.

During the nuclear work, varying amounts of radioactive material
became embedded in walls, ceilings, laboratory equipment, drains,
sumps, and soils. Routine cleanup was performed after each research
and development project. Complete decontamination was postponed
until it was certain these facilities were no longer needed for nuclear
research.

The objective of the project, which began in 1989, is to clean up the
facilities and grounds and return them to Battelle for use without
radiological restrictions. The costs are being shared by the U .S.
Department of Energy (DOE) (90 percent) and Battelle (10 percent)
because most of the nuclear research work that resulted in the
contamination was conducted for the federal government. Battelle
must adhere to requirements in the Decommissioning Plan approved
by the U .S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Early nuclear reactor at West
Jefferson {circa 1960)

Two very different sites are involved. One is Battelle's main campus on King Avenue, in an urban
neighborhood approximately two miles north of downtown Columbus, which has a metropolitan area
population of 1.2 million people. The other is Battelle's research park located 16 miles west of Columbus,
in a rural area near the village of West Jefferson (pop. 4,500).

Most of the D&D removing contaminants from
equipment, floor and wall
surfaces, drain lines, and
sub floor soil at the following

buildings:

Bldg 1 Foundry

Bldg 2 Metal Working

Bldg 3 Materials

Bldg 4 Metallurgical Laboratory

Bldg 5 Machine Shop

Bldg 6 Chemistry

Bldg 7 Chemistry

Bldg A Corporate Offices

Building 5 Building 1 Building 2 Buiiding A BuIlding 4 Building 3 Bldg 9 Mechanical Engineering.
Machine Shop Foundry Metal Working Corporate Offices Radiochemlsty Materials

Building 9 Building 7 Building 6
M~hanlcal Chemistry Chemistry
Engineering

King A venue site



Three buildings at the West Jefferson South site with low levels of contamination were decontaminated in
1990. D&D continues at West Jefferson North, the former Nuclear Sciences Area, on three buildings and
surrounding grounds, including filter beds and underground drain lines. In IN-l, which contains retired

IN-3 nucle~ hot cells, contaminated
(Reactor matenals were removed,
Building) contaminated equipment was

cleaned, the fuel storage pool was
cleaned, and the pool water was
purified and evaporated. The
biological shield and pool in the
nuclear research reactor building
(IN-3) are being decontaminated
and prepared for disposal. This
building was partially
decommissioned prior to the

Filter Beds BCLDP. IN-2, which formerly
housed the critical assembly and
radiochemistry laboratories now
supports the cleanup of IN -1 and
IN-3.

IN-1

(Hot Cells)

IN-2

(Critical

Assembly

Building)

Battelle

Lake

West Jefferson North, former Nuclear Sciences area
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